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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 9384 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, BR, VE, OVIP (ELLSWORTH, ROBERT F.) 

SUB J : PROPOSED TRIP OF DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

REF: STATE 259454, BRASILIA 9198 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST BEEN CALLED BY FOREIGN MINISTER SILVEIRA WHO 
TOLD ME THE FOLLOWING: 

A. IN THE LIGHT OF THE ELECTION, HE WAS AFRAID (AND 

HE INDICATED THAT HE HAD TALKED TO PRESIDENT GEISEL) THAT 

THE VISIT OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY WOULD BE 

"UNUSUAL" TO MANY PERSONS AND WOULD GIVE RISE TO UNHELPFUL 

SPECULATION. 

B. THEREFORE, HE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF I WERE TO 
INFORM WASHINGTON THAT THE VISIT "WOULD NOT SEEM TO BE 
OPPORTUNE". 

2. 1 TOLD SILVEIRA THAT I UNDERSTOOD THE POSITION AND 
THAT I WOULD INFORM WASHINGTON OF IT. 
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